●

MEDIA RELEASE

●

Proof of concept data for HypoPet’s virus-like particle vaccine for
treating canine atopic dermatitis published in leading allergy journal.
Zürich Switzerland 11th of April 2018 – HypoPet AG today announced the publication of Proof of Concept data
for a vaccine for treating canine atopic dermatitis (CAD) in the renowned Journal of Allergy and Clinical
Immunology. The data were published online 4th of April 2018 in an article entitled “Vaccination against IL‐31 for
the treatment of atopic dermatitis in dogs”.
Furthermore, the paper on canine atopic dermatitis is published “back to back” with a manuscript entitled
“Treating insect bite hypersensitivity in horses with active vaccination against IL‐5”. The vaccine described in this
second work utilizes the same platform technology as that used by HypoPet.
Dr Gary T. Jennings CEO of HypoPet AG commented, “The encouraging result we achieved with the CAD vaccine
(VC002) in a dog model of atopic dermatitis is a significant development milestone and suggests VC002 has the
potential to make an important contribution to the treatment of this devastating condition. The tandem
publications also show that our therapeutic virus‐like particle vaccine platform is able to induce clinically effective
levels of neutralizing antibodies against different targets and in different species. This ably demonstrates the
potential of our technology to be developed in to effective veterinary medicines.”
The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology publishes high‐impact, cutting‐edge clinical and translational
research papers for allergists, immunologists, dermatologists, gastroenterologists, and other physicians and
researchers interested in allergic diseases and clinical. The JACI is the most‐cited journal in the field of allergy and
clinical immunology. (http://www.jacionline.org/)
About the CAD vaccine (VC002)
VC002 is a therapeutic vaccine in development for the treatment of canine atopic dermatitis (CAD). The product
candidate VC002 represents a unique and novel approach to the treatment of CAD. Interleukin 31 is a key itch‐
inducing cytokine produced by immune cells in the skin during the allergic reaction in atopic dogs. The pruritic
action of IL‐31 can be neutralized with antibodies thereby providing marked clinical benefits to dogs suffering
from CAD. VC002 is a virus‐like particle nanoparticle vaccine designed to induce anti‐IL31 antibodies when
administered to dogs. In November 2015, Animal health company Benchmark Holdings PLC entered into an
exclusive worldwide license agreement with Saiba Animal Health GmbH to develop and commercialize the CAD
vaccine (since termed VC002). In May 2017, HypoPet AG merged with Saiba Animal Health and the CAD vaccine
became part of HypoPet’s product pipeline.
About canine atopic dermatitis
Canine atopic dermatitis (CAD) is an allergic disease that affects up to 10 % of dogs. It stems from a genetic
predisposition to develop allergic symptoms following exposure to substances that are usually harmless. Dogs
afflicted with CAD develop itching, excessive scratching and rubbing, hair loss, greasy or flaky skin with a foul
odor, excessive chewing on the paws, groin and armpits. Over time, the affected skin becomes raw, inflamed and
infected. Treatment of the condition is life‐long and until recently comprised allergen avoidance, symptomatic
treatment, desensitization therapy and immunosuppressive therapies. These treatments had limited efficacy and
were associated with side effects. Next generation biologic therapies, which includes HypoPet’s therapeutic
vaccine, have the potential to provide better treatment options for CAD.
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About HypoPet AG
HypoPet AG is a privately held Swiss biotechnology company based in Zürich, Switzerland that was formed as a
spin‐off company from the University of Zürich in 2013. HypoPet is developing therapeutic virus‐like particle
(VLP) vaccines (VLP) designed to instruct the patient’s immune system to produce antibodies which specifically
neutralize disease‐associated molecules within animal and thereby modulate chronic disease processes. Taking
advantage of the flexibility of the platform VLP vaccine technology, HypoPet is establishing a high‐quality
pipeline filled with promising new animal drug candidates that address major unmet needs in veterinary
medicine. The remarkable advances achieved in the treatment of chronic human diseases by the use of
monoclonal antibodies can now be made available to our pets by the use of pet‐specific vaccines. HypoPet
is leveraging the experience of monoclonal antibodies, which have already achieved proof of principle
(efficacy, safety & commercial) in humans and in some cases in companion animals.
Forward looking statement
This communication does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for or purchase any securities of
Hypopet AG. This publication may contain certain forward‐looking statements and assessments or intentions
concerning the company and its business. Such statements involve certain risks, uncertainties and other factors,
which could cause the actual results, financial condition, performance or achievements of the company to be
materially different from those expressed or implied by such statements. Readers should therefore not place
reliance on these statements, particularly not in connection with any contract or investment decision. The
company disclaims any obligation to update these forward‐looking statements, assessments or intentions.
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